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Utahns Advocate for Climate Change Solutions with 350 Mile Walk
This fall, after two years in Washington D.C., a lawyer and a teacher are moving back to Utah.  Instead of following the traditional job search, Jamie and Ryan Pleune decided to “get to work.”  That is the key phrase for a world-wide campaign publicizing the number 350 parts per million, the safe concentration of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere to preserve life as we know it.  Jamie and Ryan are participating in the 350.org “call to action,” which urges citizens around the globe to join in a world-wide day of action by organizing community “work parties.”  So on October 10, 2010, people all over the world will be working on local projects like installing solar panels on a school, breaking ground for a community garden, or picking up trash.  The message sent to world leaders is clear, “we’re ready to get to work addressing climate change, what about you?”
Ryan and Jamie’s work party will last longer than a day.  Starting on October 10, they will begin a 350 mile walk through the rugged desert of eastern Utah.  Blending the traditions of pilgrimages and political marches, they explain that every step on the 350 mile walk represents a step away from a carbon-based economy.  “I found myself feeling hopeless about the future,” Jamie explains.  “As an environmental lawyer, I spend a lot of time reading about environmental problems—species extinctions, threats to drinking water supplies, and climate change predictions.  I thought that by becoming a lawyer I would be able to contribute to a more sustainable future.  Instead, I feel even more helpless.  With the political process stalled by politicians like Orrin Hatch who still argues that climate change is not human-caused, and with corporate lobbies composed of powerhouses like BP, Exxon, and Shell, it is hard to imagine how the climate crisis will ever be addressed.  This walk is an effort to reclaim hope by physically taking a long journey one step at a time and trying to bring the lessons of the backcountry into the politics of the beltway.”  
At the end of every mile, the Pleunes will take a picture.  Each picture will become a postcard to Washington.  And working with local activists in Fort Duchesne, Green River, Moab, and Salt Lake City, the Pleunes hope to solicit 350 additional postcards from other concerned citizens around Utah.  The collective message they hope to send to Washington is that the journey away from a carbon economy begins, as the old saying goes, with a single step.  So let’s get to work.
To get involved in a work party planned in your area, visit www.350.org.  You can read more about the 350 Miles: 350 Postcards project and follow the Pleune’s blog at www.thewildernessproject.com








Walk starts in October.
Walk is a metaphor.
